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Subject: Use of Unauthorized Versions of IATF Documents
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Dear IAOB Certification Bodies,
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The International Automotive Oversight Bureau (IAOB) is increasing their focus
and effort to further strengthen the value and credibility of the IATF 16949
certification scheme.
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The TAOB in recent months has become aware of clients purchasing and using
unauthorized versions of IATF Documents including AIAG Core Tool Documents
(APQP, PPAP, MSA, SPC), AIAG & VDA FMEA Handbook, IATF 16949 and
IATF Rules for Achieving and Maintaining Certification (collectively referred to as
“Copyrighted Materials”). The IAOB is an interested party per the clause 4.2 of
ISO 9001:2015 and owns the right to protect, defend and enforce the copyright of
the above-mentioned Copyrighted Materials through the relevant copyright owners’
authorization. IAOB requires that certified clients comply with the local copyright
laws.
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The TAOB is requesting that the Certification Body auditors, at the next and
subsequent audits, verify the documents being used by the client comply with the
applicable copyright notices. How to determine which documents are authorized is
explained in the subsequent pages of this letter. (See below.)
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If Certification Body auditors determine a lack of client compliance with the
copyright notice, a minor nonconformance shall be written against the clause 4.2b

of ISO 9001:2015. The client shall be informed of where authorized documents
can be purchased.
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The TAOB wants to ensure that all Certification Bodies do not violate copyright of
the copyright materials and any IATF or AIAG document or infringe on trademarks
of the IATF or ATIAG. IAOB Witness Auditors will be reviewing this during Office
Assessments and Witness Audits. Violations will be documented in the Audit
Report. In addition, the IAOB reserves all and any rights and interests entitled
under all related laws, regulations and statues, and may take all necessary legal
measures and acts to protect its legitimate rights and interests against such
violations and infringement.
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If there are any questions regarding this initiative or with the subsequent
explanations as to how to verify authorized documents, please contact Liz Spudic
(Ispudic@iaob.org).
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Thank you for your assistance in addressing this very important matter.
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¢S Bruin Cherie Reiche
Executive Director, IAOB Managing Director
IATF Strategic Development

meﬁ Yfan

ZHANG Yan
Managing Director — Beijing IATF Office
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AIAG and IATF 16949 IPR Verification and Validation
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Publication Ordering Information:
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To prevent risk of IPR violations and translation errors, any supplier implementing IATF 16949,
Quality Core Tools and CQIs shall utilize official publications from AIAG and VDA QMC. Many
of the non-official publications have translation errors, misinterpretations, and violate copyright
law. Publications purchased through AIAG and VDA websites or authorized distributors are the
only officially recognized documents. Auditors can validate authenticity of AIAG and IATF
16949 Automotive Requirements (both in printed and e-Doc) by checking with AIAG:
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W ARERE ) R, HaB e T ROBE . Bt ATIAG AT VDA Wik B A 48 5 e ) S 1) HE R
YreME— B AT SO . S AZ R AT LB 5 AIAG B3R EGAE AIAG fi IATF 16949 75
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e by Phone: (021) 6235 0519
BEARHETE:  (021) 62350519

e Dby email: Orders@gbstore.com.cn or Publications@aiag.org.cn
BEAMBHE:  Orders@gbstore.com.cn Y Publications@aiag.org.cn

e Dby website: www.aiag.org.cn/publications
I3 www.aiag.org.cn/publications
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Official Documents for Core Tools Manuals and IATF 16949+GB/T 19001 Standard:
B TEFEM B IATF 16949+GB/T 19001 FRAEKI B 77 ARV

Official documents will have China Publication ISBN numbers issued by the National Press and
Publication Administration and published by China Quality and Standards Publishing & Media,
Shanghai Science Spreading Publishing House or other authorized publishers. To further verify
that documents are from official source, suppliers need to show auditors these manuals are bought
from AIAG publication source*_F i &I AV & L 510)A FR A 7).
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For questions, Auditors can take photos of invoices and manuals and send via “AIAG-Publication”
WeChat per below QR code for official validation. If Auditors cannot WeChat, other options
include email to Publications@aiag.org.cn or call (021) 6235 0519.

WAESEN, % man] DO & EATF AT, JRE R B E KiER T AIAG HAR
Y —4EfY (ID: AIAG-Publication) BEATIHIE. #7 8 #% ROCEE MG, Wl LURIB:5
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Scan “AIAG-Publication” WeChat ID
4 AIAG HRY) —4E15 (ID: AIAG-Publication)

Key Areas to Look for:

oo IATF 16949: 2016
= ﬁEEE;EE)ﬁ& )[J/:l%IJ %ﬁﬁ :

RiFAERS

e Title: IATF 16949 + GB/T 19001 QMS Study Guide
F544: IATF 16949 + GB/T 19001 QMS M 5

e China Publication ISBN: 978-7-5066-9011-9
b EkrdE S ISBN: 978-7-5066-9011-9

e Logos: AIAG, Plexus, GB
Fril (Logo) : AIAG, Plexus, GB
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e Official Invoice: AIAG’s publication source (“ ¥
y ANV B H K WA R AF])
=] BTIIREIEATT: AIAG [ AR AL B2
Ce RSN E S HE R AT

Back Cover i
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Official Documents for Core Tools Manuals and IATF 16949+GB/T 19001 Standard:
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IATF Auditor Guide for
IATF 16949

nnnnnnnnn

IATF 16949:2016

\Standard

IATF Auditor Guide Rules 5" — TATF 16949
for IATF 16949

'

Instruction: B :

take photos of each manual (front and back) and
invoices and send via AIAG-Publication
WecChat for official validation of approval.
XFFIX 3 A TATF 16949 FMiit, 4% R A4 N4
AT QERAEED PR ZERE A, JFEd
WAERIEZE “AIAG Y ” BT B J7RAIE.

For these 3 IATF 16949 Manuals, Auditors must ﬁ HAG iR &

Scan “AIAG-

ID

#15 (ID: AIAG-
Publication)

Key Areas to Look for:

RBIRE A :

Front Cover

E2Nid] .

3 QT
Back Cover
HIK

Title: AIAG & VDA FMEA Handbook
Fi4: AIAG & VDA KB 050§ (FMEA) T/}

China Publication ISBN: 978-7-5066-9452-0
T [H bR S ISBN: 978-7-5066-9452-0

Logos: AIAG and VDA
Frid (Logo) : AIAG 1 VDA

Official Invoice: AIAG’s publication source (“ &I 4>
WA & A PR A F]”) and VDA QMC authorized
publication source

BRIREIF R T AIAG FIHRYIEPURHER («“k
W DA A A R AR & VDA QMC AU H
A

Publication” WeChat

5 AIAG R —
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Official Documents for Core Tools Manuals and IATF 16949+GB/T 19001 Standard:

B0 TEFEM K IATF 16949+GB/T 19001 FRAEHI B 77 AR Y-

Front Cover

E2Nid]

Back Cover
HIK

Key Areas to Look for:

RBIRE A :

e Title: APQP
4 Je B i S R S i 1 RI(APQP)

e China Publication ISBN: 978-7-5427-7877-2
T [FE bR iE S ISBN: 978-7-5427-7877-2

e Official Invoice: AIAG’s publication source (i
B AN B E AR A A])
B IRETT BT AIAG B H AR AR B RS
Ce BB AN E & A R AT

EEBHALTTE
production Part APy rocess

Front Cover

E2Nid]

| ‘
|

Back Cover
B

Key Areas to Look for:

AVl =8

o Title: PPAP
Hisa: =L FE (PPAP)

e China Publication ISBN: 978-7-5427-7876-5
b EbrdE 5 ISBN: 978-7-5427-7876-5

e Official Invoice: AIAG’s publication source (“_I
s AR B A R A F] )
BOTIREITERTT: ATAG [ H AR AU B
BRI A E S A IR AT
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Official Documents for Core Tools Manuals and IATF 16949+GB/T 19001 Standard:

ol TAFEME IATF 16949+GB/T 19001 FRAE KB 7 HERY):

Key Areas to Look for:

RBIRB A :

o Title: MSA
B4 NERGSHT (MSA)

Front Cover

i e China Publication ISBN: 978-7-5427-7873-4
' o [ b 15 ISBN: 978-7-5427-7873-4

e Official Invoice: AIAG’s publication source
(BN EEEEERAT)
BOTIREITERTT: ATAG [ AR AU B
BRI A E S A IR A )

B

Key Areas to Look for:

RBIRE A :

e Title: SPC
14 & RSG5 (SPC)

Front Cover i o
T e China Publication ISBN: 978-7-5427-7878-9

b [E bR ifE 55 ISBN: 978-7-5427-7878-9

” e Official Invoice: AIAG’s publication source (“_L.if§
TDUARE PR A BR A 7))

B MR EEFFRTT: ATAG I H AU B RS
e BB AR E B S WA R AR

Back Cover

ESJis
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Official Documents for Core Tools Manuals and IATF 16949+GB/T 19001 Standard:
B TEFM K IATF 16949+GB/T 19001 FRAENI B 77 AR Y-

APQP PPAP MSA SPC

. /

Instruction: %589 ﬁ ARG it 2

For these 4 AIAG Quality Core Tool [=] Scan “AIAG-

Manuals, Auditors must take photos of each E;bhcatlon WeChat

manual (front and back) and invoices and 14 AIAG HRY) —

send via AIAG-Publication WeChat for 464 (ID: AIAG-
Publication)

official validation of approval.
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